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Synopsis

Winner of the 2010 Audie for Audiobook of the Year, Nelson Mandela’s Favorite African Folktales is
an extraordinary audiobook featuring Gillian Anderson, Benjamin Bratt, LeVar Burton, Ricardo
Chavira, Don Cheadle, Matt Damon, Whoopi Goldberg, Sean Hayes, Hugh Jackman, Samuel L.
Jackson, LaTanya Richardson Jackson, Scarlett Johansson, Debra Messing, Helen Mirren,
Parminder Nagra, Sophie Okonedo, CCH Pounder, Alan Rickman, Jurnee Smollett, Charlize
Theron, Blair Underwood, Forest Whitaker and Alfre Woodard with a special message from
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Original Music by South African legends by Johnny Clegg and Vusi
Mahlasela, Directed by Alfre Woodard. The audiobook was a truly international affair recorded in
Los Angeles, New York, Miami, London, and Johannesburg. The stories were chosen by the Nobel
Laureate himself, from every region of Africa."We hope this audiobook will be enjoyed by people of
all ages across the globe, increasing awareness of Africa’s rich cultures while creating a better
future for South Africa’s most vulnerable children," said ANSA Executive Director Sharon Gelman.In
his original foreword for the folktales, Nelson Mandela wrote, "It is my wish that the voice of the
storyteller may never die in Africa, that all the children of the world may experience the wonder of
books." The audiobook brings his vision full circle, as these timeless tales return to the oral tradition

to be heard around the world. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Customer Reviews

These stories are delightful, the illustrations are superb...| bought a copy for my grand-daughter,

and was so enthralled that | ordered a second copy for me!



This audiobook was awarded the 2010 Audies for Audiobook of the Year and Best Multi-Voiced
Audiobook. It was nominated for a Grammy, received a number of other accolades and awards.The
story readings on this audiobook are wonderful for children of all ages and adults as well, and your
purchase supports children in South Africa orphaned by AIDS.The readings are done by numerous
remarkable actors including Gillian Anderson, Benjamin Bratt, Don Cheadle, Matt Damon, Whoopi
Goldberg, Sean Hayes, Samuel L. Jackson, LaTanya Richardson Jackson, Debra Messing, Helen
Mirren, Parminder Nagra, Sophie Okonedo, CCH Pounder, Alan Rickman, Jurnee Smollett, Charlize
Theron, Blair Underwood, Forest Whitaker, and Alfre Woodard with a message from Desmond Tutu

and music by African legends Johnny Clegg and Vusi Mahlasela.

The stories are rich and full of life. Storytelling lives on...thank you!

This is a delightful book. The different stories may be best suited for different ages due to the level

of inference used. The stories are lively, engaging and many have morals or lessons to be learned.

| have been reading these aloud at bedtime to my 8 year old twins and they both love them! Why?
They are anything but predictable! | think they have come to expect happy endings or moral
lessons, but these stories often have twists that surprise them. Not a lot of illustrations, but the ones
they have are lovely and diverse. We have enjoyed looking at the map of Africa marked with flags of
where the stories come from. Also have had the opportunity to talk about Nelsen Mandela and his

story, which is new to them. Great all around book!

This is my family’s favorite book. Packed full of excellent and interesting folk tales, it is the one |
choose most often to read to classrooms, special groups or to my own children (3 and 7) at bedtime.
We began with the companion CD of celebrity voices then wanted the entire collection. Countless
classmate’s parents have asked for the book’s title after | read to the class. This book is a treasure
and a very smart addition to any library. A few stories have death (an evil bird) or a fight (knocking a
bully down) but it is all in context of excellent life lessons. | feel confident opening it to any page and

reading to any child.

| go to Kenya and work with a little school of children....I collect children’s books about Kenya orin

this case....the folk takes by Nelson Mandela....perfect for my collection and for sharing with my



grandchildren........

Yes - the cause is 5 stars; the stories, less than 5. I've heard 6 so far and | thought only one was
good (the very first one). Several are relativly long but do not use the duration to tell anything deep,
particlarly interesting, of value... they are just stories. | don’t find these anywhere near as good as
Tell Me A Story: Timeless Folktales from Around the World, which | believe include some great

African tales.
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